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Consistent with the Needham Public Schools commitment to equity and inclusion the 
District enrolls Boston resident students who are participating in the Metropolitan 
Council for Educational Opportunity, Inc. (METCO) Program according to the 
following provisions: 
 

● The Needham Public Schools adhere to Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 76, Section 12A 
(METCO) in enrolling non-resident students under the METCO program. 

● Admission to the Needham Public Schools is subject to space availability and 
is generally limited to Kindergarteners and first graders.  Exceptions allowing 
for the admission of students in grades two and up must be approved by the 
Superintendent of Schools. 

● Admission of students is done in accordance with the METCO, Inc. application 
process, which includes certification that the student resides in the City of 
Boston and is eligible for admission. 

● Prior to making an admission decision, Needham Public Schools administrators 
and staff will review the student’s initial application materials and invite 
families to meet to provide information about the program and the District. 
Depending on the student’s grade level staff may also request additional 
information, including a teacher recommendation and/or student records, 
including, for example, report cards and attendance.   

● Students enrolled into the Needham Public Schools through the METCO 
Program enjoy the full rights and privileges afforded all resident students and 
are expected to adhere to the rules and regulations of the Needham Public 
Schools as set forth for all resident students.   
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